A new tree species, Thouinidium cyrilli-nelsonii from El Salvador is described and illustrated, and its taxonomic affinities are discussed.
Introduction
While conducting a preliminary inventory of trees of El Salvador, a new species of Thouinidium was found. A detailed study of specimens of all other published species of the genus, from the herbaria of the Jardín Botánico La Laguna (LAGU), the National Herbarium of México (MEXU), the Herbarium Paul C. Standley at Escuela Agrícola Panamericana (EAP), the Herbarium of the Universidad de El Salvador (ITIC), and the Herbarium of the Museo de Historia Natural de El Salvador (MUHNES) revealed that this is a new species, which is herein described: Arbor 5-10 m; ramuli florales puberuli ferruginei, valde sympodiales; folia alterna, circinata, paripinnata; foliola 6-12, 2.6-8.5 × 0.8-2.2 cm, praecipue oblonga, dentata tantum dimidio distali. Flores non vidi. Fructus schizocarpium, 3 mericarpiis samaroideis, 7-8 × 2 cm, oblique oblongis.
Trees 5-10 m high; branchlets puberulent, ferrugineous; flowering branchlets conspicuously sympodial, floral shoots borne on the buds near the apex; leaves alternate, spirally arranged, 8-15 cm long, petiole 2.2-3.2 cm long, subterete, minutely pubescent; rachis 3.5-7.6 cm long, striated, minutely pubescent; leaflets 6-12, 2.6-8.5 cm long, 0.8-2.2 cm wide, oblong, sometimes elliptic, midrib minutely pubescent on both surfaces, blades glabrous on the upper side and minutely pubescent on the lower side, then glabrescent, the base cuneate to acute, petiolule 1-3 mm long, minutely pubescent, margin entire on the proximal half and serrate with 4-10 teeth, the apex acute to obtuse. Inflorescences 8-10 cm long, 3-6 cm wide (in fruit). Flowers not seen, but probably pedicellate. Fruit a trimerous schizocarp, indehiscent, glabrous, splitting into 3 samara-like mericarps 7-8 cm long, 2 cm wide at the widest part, with welldeveloped wings, obliquely oblong in shape, slightly trapeziform, the apex obtuse, conspicuously veined. One seed per mericarp. Seed 1.5-1.7 long, 1.1 wide and 2-3 mm thick, brown, obovate, hilum close to the base of the seed. Thouinidium cyrilli-nelsonii is another of several interesting plants from the Montecristo area in the northwestern corner of El Salvador. It is outstanding for the size of the fruits, and also for the characteristics of the leaves and branches. This species is very distinctive by having serrate leaflets with the teeth only in the distal half or close to the tip. Another remarkable features of this species is the large size of the fruits which are distinguished easily from T. decandrum, the only other species growing in the Montecristo area, and to which is morphologically most closely related. Table 1 summarizes the morphological differences between the two species. 
